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The Arts by the Sea festival is 
Bournemouth’s annual celebration of 
culture, bringing an intriguing, exciting 
and carnivalesque mix of the arts to 
Bournemouth’s unique and beautiful 
outdoor locations. Funded by BCP 
Council and Arts Council England, and 
delivered by BCP Council, the festival is 
a National Portfolio Organisation and 
2019 will be its 9th year. The festival 

Arts by the Sea 2019 will take place 
from 27th – 29th September. This year 
we’ve condensed the main festival into 
a three-day mega-weekend of activity, 
with partner and fringe events in the 
preceding week. The change of format 
should make it clearer for the audience 

aims to increase opportunities for people 
to participate in the arts and enhance a 
sense of community, while supporting 
talented artists creating work that 
makes a real impact on the audience 
and the town. Diverse music, art and 
dance, site-specific installations and 
large-scale spectaculars are all key to 
Arts by the Sea’s success. Most events 
are family friendly and FREE to attend. 

when to attend, will create a more 
concentrated festival vibe over the three 
days, mean our audience will be less 
likely to miss their chosen events and 
more visitors from out of town will
be encouraged to visit for whole
the weekend.

Arts by the Sea
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2019 festival dates
(27th – 29th September 2019)



Our theme this year is
“Mind Matter” 
and Arts by the Sea will be asking:
‘Is modern life conducive to a positive 
state of mind?’

Despite the UK’s status as one of the 
richest and most secure countries in the 
World, and a steadily increasing level 
of awareness about the importance of 
mental health, 1 in 4 of people in the UK 
will be affected by depression, anxiety 
and other mental health problems at 
some point in their life.

While life is arguably far easier than it was 
50 years ago, mental illness is on the rise. 
Excessive workloads and pressures in the 
workplace have also led to the claim that 
the UK is experiencing a stress “epidemic”.

Despite this, talking about mental health 
issues is still heavily stigmatised, and in 
many societies around the world, they 
remain a taboo subject.

Through our 2019 theme Mind Matter, 
Arts by the Sea will be exploring and 
challenging current attitudes to mental 
health and using the 5 Steps to Wellbeing 
(1. Connect, 2. Be Active, 3. Take Notice, 
4. Keep Learning, 5. Give) to showcase 
practical ways in which we can all have a 
positive impact on our own mental health.

Be a Mind Matter Partner
There are a number of ways you could be 
involved with Arts by the Sea as a Mind 
Matter Partner, including: 

1. Mind Matter Hub – have a stand in 
our mental health hub and provide 
information about your service or 
activities.

2. Advice and Guidance - something a bit 
more in-depth - provide mental health 
checks, 121 sessions, advice or signposting 
to services.

3. Activity provider – run a workshop, 
provide a talk, an activity session e.g. 
Thai chi, yoga, meditation, mindfulness, 
creative/ craft workshops.

4. Associate charity – be directly 
connected with the festival as an 
Associate charity.

5. Volunteering – offer a
volunteering activity.

Please get in touch with your ideas by 
emailing us at arts.bournemouth@
bcpcouncil.gov.uk. The festival may 
be able to provide space, facilities, 
stewarding, technical support, marketing 
or funding depending on the activity and 
your idea.

our 2019
theme



Our artistic programme for 2019 is still 
under wraps but will contain the same 
exciting mix of large scale spectaculars, 
participatory activities, music, dance, 
street theatre, spoken word and light & 
sound installations as previous years. 

We’re looking at a Friday night fire 
spectacular on the beach, a Friday and 
Saturday night projection mapping of 
the Town Hall (this year with a Victorian 
heritage theme and live music element), 
a Sunday afternoon Carnival Parade 
with plenty of opportunity for community 
participation, a full music programme 
on the Bandstand, the usual curious 
character walkabout theatre, and a host
of shimmering and immersive light
art installations.

We’ll also be showcasing some 
new commissions from our Talent 
Development programme and will host 
an indoor programme of theatre in the 
pop-up Roundabout Theatre provided by 
Lighthouse Poole.

We’re also developing our Fringe 
programme and applications will open 
soon for you to be associated with the 
festival with your own event (see our 
website). Please share this opportunity
far and wide. 

We’re already working with BU students 
to provide artistic input into our projection 
mapping show and are in contact with 
a number of schools and community 
groups to be involved in our Carnival 
Parade. These groups will be offered a 
range of opportunities from making, 
performing and upskilling, and places
to join the parade may be available for
the general public to sign up from 
July onwards. 

The festival will host a range of 
workshops and classes based around 
our Mind Matter theme and the 5 Steps 
to Wellbeing - these are likely to include 
yoga, talks, meditation, music therapy 
and craft workshops. 

If you’d like to work with us to provide a 
workshop, please get in touch.

If you’d like to talk to us about 
engagement and participation 
opportunities, please
contact Leigh Hayler on
leigh.hayler@bcpcouncil.gov.uk,
01202 454 746.
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We’re lucky to have been supported 
by fantastic Sponsors in the past 
including BU and the Town Centre BID 
and are looking forward to building 
on these relationships in the future. If 
you’d like to be involved, the festival 
offers a range of opportunities for 
investors including:

   Sponsorship for the festival as a 
whole, or support for a number of indi-
vidual festival elements including our 
Talent Development programme, Vol-
unteer scheme, Engagement activities 
and Bandstand music programme.

We also offer a range of Partnership 
opportunities based around:

    Artistic programming, Participation 
activities, Theme or Green, joint 
Marketing and Fringe event activities.
If you’d like to talk to us about any of 
the above, please get in touch.

We rely on volunteers to help make 

the festival such a success and 2019 
opportunities are now open (see 
our website). These include Senior 
Volunteer, Festival Volunteer, Marketing 
Volunteer and Event Specific Volunteer.

Volunteers could be helping out with 
any number of tasks such as providing 
information to our audience, looking 
after artists, stewarding specific 
performances or taking photos and 
video for our social media. Please 
contact us for more information and 
share our volunteer opportunities far 
and wide.
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We’re looking to increase our food, 
drink and trade offer within the festival, 
based around keeping it Green, Local 
and top Quality. Arts by the Sea takes 
place in an area of outstanding natural 
beauty, where much work is already 
taking place to protect and safeguard 
our natural environment. The festival 
wants to reduce its environmental 
impact and work with suppliers and 
partners who are trying to do the same. 

    Food, drink and trade pitches are 
available, and we want to hear from 
suppliers who are working towards 
environmental sustainability, providing 
Fairtrade and organic products, and 
creating unique local and artisan 
products. 

    Every year the festival promotes its 
environmental projects Refill, Recycle 
and Sustainable Travel. We’ll be 
hosting a Green Hub of environmental 
partners wanting to promote these 
and other green projects. If you’d like 
to work with us and promote your own 
green services and activities, please get 
in touch. 

The festival is working towards the 
Creative Case for Diversity, with goals 
around diversity within programming, 
working with diverse artists and 
engaging with our diverse local 
communities and audience. We’re 
also looking to improve accessibility 
to the festival and would like to thank 
DOTS Disability who recently ran a 
very useful focus group for us. We look 
forward to continuing to work with 
DOTS and implementing their findings 
– and welcome any other thoughts 
around accessibility and diversity.

Please contact the festival at
arts.bournemouth@bcpcouncil.gov.uk, 
01202 454 746, and we’ll direct your 
enquiry to the right person. 

Food & Drink
and Green Arts 
by the Sea

Equality, Diversity 
and Accessibility
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